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put to death an adulterous wife.    The trial and punish-
ment  of  Anne of  Saxony was  informal, private, and
arbitrary.    It was so done to avoid scandal and to save
the honour of the House of Saxony.    But for this her
marriage would have been dissolved in a formal way;
but this  formality was  never  effected.     Accordingly
William rested satisfied with the public sentence pro-
nounced by the five divines, based on the sentence of the
Nassau private court.     And this satisfied the public
opinion of the people of his adoption.    Those who are
not satisfied are bound to regard our own Elizabeth as
a bastard.   For the second marriage of Henry YIIL was
much more irregular and arbitrary; and Catherine of
Aragon had not deserted, defied, and dishonoured her
husband, nor was she insane, an outcast, and imprisoned
for life.     William,  indeed,  did  not rest   this  act   on
legal technicalities, but on substantial right and wrong.
His tone was this, " My legal wife is to me dead; the
only ecclesiastical authority I recognise pronounces me
free ; the attacks and threats of men do not disturb me.
I am acting according to a clear conscience,  and  am
doing hurt to no man.    For my conduct I will answer
to my Maker."